Ultrastructural and immunoelectron-microscopic study of the human pharyngeal hypophysis.
The ultrastructural characterization of seven cell types in the pharyngeal hypophysis from adult subjects is described. By immunoelectron microscopy, two of the granular cell types were identified as growth-hormone- and prolactin-producing cells. The vascular supply of this gland was mainly composed of capillaries without fenestrations. Review of the literature allows a comparison with the ultrastructure of the sellar adenohypophysis and with the pharyngeal hypophysis of children.